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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR

Dear Theresa

I would like to thank the NZSSA 
Executive for inviting me as a life 
member to attend the 40th Annual 
Conference dinner.

I felt very privileged to attend and 
enjoyed the time spent with old 
friends.  I use the term ‘old’ as in 
the years I have known them.  It 
was great seeing so many new 
enthusiastic members.

Also, thank you again to Jenny 
Carston NZSSA Executive Member 
of the North Island for asking 
me to write about my career and 
involvement with the Sterilising 
Technology Course.  I was only 
sorry I did not catch up with her at 
the dinner….but….there is always 
Wellington.

So thank you again.  I can see the 
association is in very capable hands.

Jean Walter (Taylor)

 New Supplyline Issue Dates and Deadlines
 
 January Deadline:      19th December 2014

 
 April Deadline:      19th March 2015

 
 July Deadline:       19th June 2015

 
 October Deadline:      2nd October 2015

2015…New Standards, New Nomi-
nations, and a truly new start to the 
New Year, Supplyline January issue.

I was not expecting to work in the 
beautiful summer weather that has 
been bestowed upon our blessed 
country.

It is a new year and like me, most of 
you have returned to the honour 
of ‘Air Con’.  Yes, there is always a 
positive to returning to work in the 
summer.  Lucky are those who have 
braved those unpredictable public 
holiday hours and now have the 
privilege of enjoying and relaxing 
without the mad, crazy Christmas 
and New Year rush.  Oh…how I 
envy you!

I trust that those who have re-
turned are still relaxed enough to 
absorb the contents before you?

We have the final posted call for 
nominations.  This is hugely import-
ant to you as a member.  You have 
your part to play whether it is nomi-
nate yourself or vote.  Your input 
will help shape the association 
moving forward.  Use your voice, 
have your say.  It is your right.  It is 
your future.  What better way to 
start the New Year!

If you glace over the past and 
reflect on our growth,  it shows you 
that positive progress takes time.  
And we can finally say the ‘New 
Standards’ have arrived.  Share it, 
voice it, and take it on board.  Even-
tually it will catch up with you.

Education is a large part of the 
association.  This year is bringing 

you more hours with courses, 
conference, and competitions.  You 
can start here by entering the True/
False Competition.  Earn some 
hours and be into win $100 credit 
to this year’s NZSSA 2015 Annual 
Conference in Wellington.

You have to be in to win and you 
do regardless with collecting 
education hours just by entering.   
Registration renewals are upon us, 
closing 25th February 2015.

I leave you with remembering and 
absorbing dates and deadlines.  An 
organized start is an organized End.

Stay safe and most of all keep on 
smiling!

Cheers
Theresa Luke
Editor
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President’s 
Message
A Happy New Year to all our members.

I hope that you all managed to 
get some time off from work to 
rejuvenate your inner batteries 
in readiness for the year ahead. 
Unfortunately I was struck down by 
illness in mid December and have only 
just returned to work.

 Are you like me, do you think that 
2014 passed in the wink of an eye. 
I recall as a child that a year took 
forever between birthdays and 
now I am desperately trying to slow 
time down, there never seems to be 
enough of it.

Last year I had the privilege of heading 
to Prague to attend the WHFSS 
annual congress (see separate report). 
It was an interesting experience, as 
well as offering me the opportunity to 
visit an area of the world I had never 
been to before. I was able to catch 
up with my friend and mentor Myrna 

Tuya as well as catch up with the 
Australian delegates. The big news 
for you all from that meeting is that 
the 2016 WHFSS conference will 
be held in Brisbane Australia. This is 
the first time it has been held down 
under.

In early November I was asked to 
present at the Victorian SCRECA 
conference in Melbourne. They 
were particularly interested in our 
education modules for technicians 
and where we hope to head to in 
this next year. It was nerve racking 
standing up and presenting in 
front of so many people however 
the feedback was wonderful. Also 
presenting was Wayne Spencer from 
UK who also presented in Prague.

As you should all have heard by now 
the revised standards AS/NZS4187 
has now been published and is now 
the document that you need to 
reference.

Your executive team will be meeting 
soon to discuss how to implement 
the standard at a national level. All 
information relating to this will be 
published on our website for you to 
access.

Also look out for new education 
opportunities which will be also on 
line within a few months.

It will be a busy year ahead for your 
executive teams and for you in the 
workplace. Make sure you look 
after yourselves and stay strong and 
positive.

Best wishes,

Shelagh Thomas
President 
NZSSA

This year I had the opportunity to 
attend the WHFSS conference which 
was held in the beautiful city of 
Prague. I was partly sponsored by the 
NZSSA to attend as the New Zealand 
representative. The remainder of my 
time in Europe was totally self-funded.

This short but epic trip began when I 
flew from Auckland to London. From 
London I took the Eurostar to Paris 
where I stayed for a few days with 
family members. After a wonderful 
time in Paris I took the sleeper train 
from Paris to Prague. After a week 
in Prague I took the tainto Budapest 
before returning to New Zealand.

The conference hotel was not in 
the CBD but a few stops away by 
underground train. It is the type of 
hotel that was purpose built to house 
large events.

On my first day there I was asked 
to attend a meeting hosted by the 
executive committee. This was a 
meeting for representatives of all 
the participating countries who 
were executive members in their 
own country and had voting rights at 
WHFSS. This was a full on meeting 
where there was much tension and 
debate , relating to the way the WHFSS 
had previously been run and how it 
would be run in the future by the new 
incoming president and executive team. 
A discussion was opened re the future 
of WHFSS conferences and where they 
would be held. This was a hot topic. 
There were those who strongly felt 
that that it was all about Europe and 
that the rest of the world were always 
conveniently ignored. To support this 
the point was made that in recent years 
the conferences have been held in 
Portugal, Japan,Turkey,Czeck republic, 
and next year France , supposedly 
followed by Spain in 2016.. As a 
result of this the incoming executive 
proposed a change to the way in which 
host countries were selected. Moving 
forward after 2016 the conference 
would move between regions e.g. 
North America, Asia, South America, 
Africa, Oceania etc. When it was a 
regions turn to host countries within 
that region would intonate their 
interest to host and it would go to a 
vote if necessary. All members present 
agreed to this.

As for 2016, it was considered that 
Europe could not host the conference 
yet again; therefore a special remit was 
put forward that the conference of 
2016 be held in Brisbane Australia. The 
remit was passed in favour of this by 25 
votes for and 2 against. It was certainly 
interesting to be involved in this type of 
decision making.

RESIGNATIONS
It is with sadness that I must inform 
you of the resignations of two of our 
executive team, one from the north 
island and one from the south island.
Ellen Komene from Waikato 
Hospital tendered her resignation 
in September 2014. Ellen could 
be relied on to give an objective 
opinion on matters being discussed 
at executive meetings. Work 
and family commitments will be 
occupying Ellen’s time from now on. 
Prior to Christmas, Sue Evans from 
St Georges Hospital Christchurch 
advised me that she was resigning 
from the executive team. Last 
year Sue was pivotal along with 
Sue Woods in organising the 
Christchurch venues and catering 
for the 2014 conference. She was 
also a marker for the bi-annual 
registration portfolios. Sue felt it 
would be difficult to continue to 
commit to the executive as for the 
next two to three years she is going 
to be very busy and involved in the 
rebuild of the CSSD at St Georges.
Myself and the executive team 
thank Ellen and Sue for their hard 
work and commitment to the 
NZSSA and wish them all the best 
for the future.

Shelagh Thomas, President

Unlike the national conferences held 
in New Zealand and Australia the 
WHFSS conference has a very strong 
Scientific and Technical focus. Many 
of the presenters and delegates from 
around Europe are Doctors of science or 
medicine who run the sterile services in 
their countries.

The programme was broken down into 
several themed sections covering:

• Modern technologies and procedures.
• Cleaning and disinfection.
• Infection prevention in dentistry.
• Sterilisation.
• Endoscopes.
• Operating theatres
• Infection control
• Reprocessing
• Working environment.

Obviously I could not attend every single 
session as this was just not possible, I did 
though go to those that I thought would 
hold interest to NZ.

The session on reprocessing of dental 
instruments was very interesting 
particularly in light of the fact that there 
is currently in NZ a review underway of 
the policies and procedures for dental 
practices.

The outcome of the sessions was that 
in dental practices the care of the 
instruments and equipment should be 
no less than that of any other surgical 

instrument. The risk of infection is no 
less, therefore the reprocessing should 
be of the highest standard available.

There was discussion on the cleaning 
of robotic instrumentation which is 
widely used in Europe. There needs to 
be thorough risk assessment completed 
before purchase of such equipment. 
It is not good enough to rely on the 
information given by manufacturers and 
suppliers. Each facility must undertake 
cleaning assessment and document that 
they can clean the instruments and be 
able to stand behind their decision.

I did attend a session which raised my 
heckles and made we wonder if Europe 
was in fact going backwards.

The incoming president of the WHFSS 
talked re the hospital where she worked. 
It would appear that the nurses there 
were not happy with the way in which 
the trays were packed. What they 
have done is send the instruments to 
CSSD for cleaning and disinfection. The 
instruments and trays are then returned 
to theatre where the nurses assemble 
and pack the trays. The trays are then 
sent for sterilisation. This is surely an 
insult to those working in sterile services.

The most controversial session of the 
whole programme was the last session.   
It was presented by Dan Vukelich from 
the USA and was entitled “Reprocessing of 

single use medical devices: regulations coming 
to Europe.”

Dan represents AMDR-Association 
of medical device reprocessors based 
in Washington DC. His focus is on the 
reprocessing of single use medical devices 
and he states that they do this for a large 
number of US hospitals and German 
academic medical centres. He discussed the 
single use items, the codes applied to them 
by manufacturers as a protection and the 
laws and standards which are invoked when 
it comes to reprocessing such items and the 
cost savings which can be made.

He then went on to discuss Europe where 
the decision to reprocess single use items 
is made on an individual country basis, it is 
not an EU decision. Currently UK, France, 
Spain and Italy have a ban on single use 
reprocessing or are strongly against it.

However there are new European 
regulations in the pipeline whereby the 
European Council are deliberating on a 
single uniform policy for SUD reprocessing 
across Europe. If this passes through it will 
be major.

It will mean that single use items can be 
reprocessed by accredited companies. 
The items will have to be listed by the EU 
Commission, will include the name and 
address of the reprocessor on the label and 
have instructions for use. Member states of 
the EU may still choose to prohibit against 
single use reprocessing.

While the presenter waxed lyrical 
about this the heat in the auditorium 
was obviously rising particularly from 
members of the countries where single use 
reprocessing is prohibited.

Numerous questions were raised and it 
came to the point where the discussion had 
to be suspended to be concluded away from 
the general group.

The slides for the discussion can be found 
on the WHFSS website.

 There were a few highlights as mentioned 
at this conference as far as the academic 
programme went. However my overall 
opinion was there was very little new 
material or research that we could utilise 
moving forward.

I would like to thank the Getinge group 
who took the Australians and Lone New 
Zealand representative out to see the sights 
of Prague at night. The old monastery and 
library were a highlight as was the attached 
brewery.

Shelagh Thomas

My trip to the  WHFSS Congress Prague 2014
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2014 was a busy year for me and 
culminated with some real positives. 
The accounts operated in a surplus, 
membership remained fairly stable, 
the executive agreed on a new 
membership card style and to use 
Association funds to develop an 
ongoing education package of online 
courses. Here are some details from 
the treasurer’s desk.

Audited 2013-2014 accounts: 
As the conference was less than 
four weeks after the close of 
financial year for the Association 
audited financial statements 
were not available for the Annual 
General Meeting (AGM). Instead 
balance sheets were included in the 
Treasurer’s report at the AGM. The 
audited financial statements are now 
available on the NZSSA website for 
your viewing. As the Association’s 
Annual Conference is to be held 
in September on an ongoing basis 
a remit will be put forward at the 
2015 AGM to move the NZSSA end 
of financial year to 31st March. This 
is to ensure audited accounts will be 
available for the membership at the 
AGM in line with the Constitution 
and Rules. I am giving you advance 
notice as you will be required to vote 
on the remit.

When you view the audited financial 
statements and you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to 
contact me to discuss them. 

Registration as a technician 
with NZSSA:
THE NEXT PERIOD FOR 
SUBMISSIONS IS OPEN AND 
CLOSES ON 25 FEBRUARY 2015.

All information on how to register 
and what you need to provide to 
apply is on the NZSSA website 
under the ‘registrations’ page. Key 
points are that you need to be a 
current financial member of the 
NZSSA and this membership needs 
to be renewed every year, you 
need to have completed at least 
20 hours continuing education and 
40 hours sterilising practice over 
two years. Visit the website for 
application forms and details on 
what constitutes education and how 

From the 
Treasurer

to prove you have completed it.

If you are unsure of your 
membership status please feel free 
to contact me to check.

Memberships: 
As I mentioned above the 
membership card has changed 
and it has taken me a little to get 
into a new routine for processing 
of new and renewing membership 
applications. As the new card is a 
plastic credit card style to make 
it easy to fit in your wallet and 
be durable for the life of it I now 
request the printed cards once 
a month, receive them and then 
forward them to you the member. 
The following is my process:

1. Receive the membership 
application, new or renewal

2. Check payment has been 
received. Bank cheques and cash 
the same week they are received. 

3. Write receipt and put with 
application

4. Add members details to card 
request spreadsheet 

5. Email the member 
acknowledging receipt of 
application and payment and 
advising receipt number

6. Email request for membership 
cards to printer monthly around 
the 15th of the month. Now that 
process is established this should 
be a 10 day process of receiving 
the request, printing and sending 
cards to me.

7. On receipt of the membership 
card the receipt, card and if 
you are a new member your 
membership letter, members 
badge and copy of Constitution 
and Rules will be posted to you.

Due to the Christmas break and my 
laptop having problems the cards for 
November, December and January 
will be requested from the printer 
next week. I apologise for the delays 
last year but this year will be more 
streamlined now that the process is 
established.

The standard registration fees for 
members and non-members are 
the same as 2014. Late fees will be 
subject to payment from 1 August 
2015 so to ensure you pay only the 
standard member costs check on the 
status of your NZSSA membership 
and register before the end of 
July. Your membership needs to be 
current at the time of registering 
for conference. To check on your 
membership send me an email 
and I will be able to advise your 
membership number and status. 
The organising committee is well 
underway to ensuring it is another 
successful event. Keep a watch on 
the NZSSA website and Supplyline 
for information.

Updating graduate and 
registration information on the 
website:
I had been working on this when my 
laptop started having problems. It 
is now fixed and I hope to have this 
information updated and on the 
website by the end of January. There 
will be three graduate files; NZSSA 
Certificate in Sterilising Technology, 
The Open Polytechnic Certificate 
in Sterilising Technology and The 
Open Polytechnic Certificate in 
Advanced Sterilising Technology. 
The registration file will maintain its 
current layout. 

I will put a notification on the NZSSA 
website home page when this 
information has been updated and is 
posted on the website.

NZSSA Conference 
2015

16 – 18 September 2015, 
Wednesday to Friday

Venue: Te Papa Museum, 
Wellington

Conference dinner will be on the 
THURSDAY evening.

PLAN NOW, PAY EARLY  
TO SAVE MONEY

Call for Nominations
Election of Executive Members  

for the 2015 – 2018 term

Do you have a passion for your profession and are you an enthusiastic person with drive and motivation 
to actively work to achieve goals and complete projects?
Then consider joining the team on the Executive to administer and drive our profession into the future.

   Positions        Vacancies
   President     1
   Secretary     1
   North Island chapter     6
   South Island chapter     4

•	 Nominee, Proposer and Seconder must be financial members of the Association
•	 Honorary and Associate members are not eligible for election
•	 All parts of the Nomination form must be completed for the nomination to be valid.

Please send completed Nomination forms to the NZSSA Secretary by 20th March 2015.

Martin Bird, NZSSA Secretary
Sterile Services, Dunedin Hospital, Private Bag 1921, Dunedin

Treasurer’s 
Update
This is to give you a reminder about your membership and registration
Conference is in September and to ensure you pay only the standard 
member costs check on the status of your NZSSA membership. Your 
membership needs to be current at the time of registering for conference. 
To check on your membership send me an email and I will be able to advise 
your membership number and status. 
Registration  - the next period for submissions is 14 July – 25 August. To 
renew registration or become registered for the first time you need to be a 
current NZSSA member in addition to the other education and employment 
requirements.
For more information on how to renew membership and prepare your 
application for registration visit the NZSSA website.
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                                NOMINATION FORM – EXECUTIVE

I propose  ………………………………………………………………..................................................................................................…….…….. for the 

…………………………………………......................................…................................…....……….. position on the NZSSA Executive  
 
for the 2015/2018 term.

Proposer: Name: …………………………………………................................................................................……..................…………… 
 
 Signature: …………………………………………................................................................................……..................…………… 

 Hospital: …………………………………………................................................................................……..................…………… 

 Membership number: …………………………………………................................................................................….

 Date: …………………………………………................................................................................……..................…………… 

Seconder: Name: …………………………………………................................................................................……..................…………… 
 
 Signature: …………………………………………................................................................................……..................…………… 

 Hospital: …………………………………………................................................................................……..................…………… 

 Membership number: …………………………………………................................................................................….

 Date: …………………………………………................................................................................……..................…………… 

Nominee: Name: …………………………………………................................................................................……..................…………… 
 
 Signature: …………………………………………................................................................................……..................…………… 

 Hospital: …………………………………………................................................................................……..................………….. 

 Membership number: ………………………………………….................................................................................

 Date: …………………………………………................................................................................……..................………… 

Office use only: Received by:  ………………............................……………  Date:  ………………............................…………

   
   Valid: YES  /  NO

Welcome to 2015
I hope your start to the New 
Year has been a happy one and 
you are looking forward to a 
good year ahead.

New for 2015 is that students 
enrolling in any of the sterilising 
technology courses (level 3 and 
level 5) can do so anytime during 
the year. What does this mean?

These changes mean that students 
will be completing their qualifications 
throughout the year so make sure 
their success is celebrated.

Enrolments for 2015 are progressing 
well and it is a pleasure to technicians 
and managers engaging in this 
new flexible environment to plan 
a positive study experience for all 
levels of learners.

All the very best to students and 
their support team of workplace 
verifier, qualified technicians 
and managers. I look forward to 
supporting you in 2015.

Open Polytechnic Update
•	 The student’s study will 

commence on the first 
Monday of the month after 
they are registered as a 
student for their courses. 

•	 The student will have a 32 
week enrolment period in 
which to complete their 
study. However there are 
assessment due dates so 
that study is not left to the 
last minute. The student 
is expected to get each 
assessment in by the date 
set.

•	 For the Certificate in 
Sterilising Technology (Level 
3) the student can enrol in 
all 7 courses at one time or 
elect to enrol in the first 3 
then the next 4.

•	 For the Certificate in 
Advanced Sterilising 
Technology (Level 5) the 
student can enrol in 2 
courses in one block.

Alison Stewart, 
Health & Community, 
School of Workplace 
Technology

alison.stewart@
openpolytechnic.ac.nz 

DDI Phone:  
04 913 5964

Toll free: 0508 650 
200, ext. 5964

Information on  
how to enrol is on the  

Open Polytechnic website  
and links to the  

individual pages is on the 
NZSSA website  

‘certificate course’ page.

advertising
available

Contact Editor for More Information
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Annual 
Conference 
Credit Competition
With a little digging into the History of the NZSSA, I came across old test papers from 
when the NZSSA first started a course for sterilising technicians.  

These papers relate to what we do on a daily basis and can be a good refresher for all of 
us.

This time round you can enter the competition to be into win, but wait, there is more; 
every entry correctly completed will also receive half an hour towards their education 
hours for registration. 

post or by email.

All correct entries will receive half an hour of education hours.

BE IN TO WIN!  
All correct entries will go into the 
draw to win a $100 credit towards the 
2015 NZSSA Annual Conference in 
Wellington.  

All you need to do is correctly answer the 
questions, fill the entry form in, and send in the 

Congratulations to Judy Wihongi of Lower Hutt. 
Judy is the winner of the October 2014 issue. Judy has won a $100 credit towards this year’s 
NZSSA 2015 Conference in Wellington and has earned herself half an hour education hours.

IT HAS ARRIVED!!!
As the NZSSA representative on the joint committee for review of AS/NZS 
4187:2003 I am very pleased to announce that the new standard is now in 
print. Its official title is;

AS/NZS 4187:2014 Reprocessing of reusable medical devices in 
health service organizations
This standard can be purchased from Standards NZ as a hard copy or as an 
electronic copy.

This standard is copyright protected so should not be reproduced for use 
outside the CSSD who has purchased that copy.

2015 is about getting to know the new baby so make sure you have your 
copy on hand early in the year.

True or False?
True or False.

Circle the ‘T’ or ‘F’ designating whether the 
statement is true or false.  For statements that are false, 

underline the word or phrase that makes it false.

T F 1 A lot control number and traceability system are important for 
recall of items in the event of a positive biological test.

T F 2  Steam sterilisation is used because it is economical and 
reliable.

T F 3   Because steam cannot penetrate metal, the principles of 
condensation and applied heat explains sterilisation of these 
items.

T F 4 The distinct advantage of a gravity-displacement steriliser is 
that the sterilising cycle is shorter than that of the prevacuum 
steriliser.

T F 5 Due to the vacuum system of a prevacuum steriliser, the 
overall cycle time is shorter than that of gravity-displacement 
steriliser.

T F 6 Bowie-Dick type tests are used in both the prevacuum and the 
gravity-displacement sterilisers to check for air displacement 
inside the steriliser chamber.

T F 7 A positive biological indicator can result from an operator 
error.

T F 8 A “false positive” biological indicator could occur due to 
contamination during the incubation procedure.

T F 9 Sterilised items need not be cooled before they are placed 
inside dustcovers.

T F 10 Sterilisers should be cleaned on a routine basis, according to 
the manufacturers’ Recommendations.
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NZSSA ‘TRUE OR FALSE’ 
COMPETITION ENTRY FORM

Name:

Membership Number:

Hospital:

Address:

Phone:                                                                   Email Contact:

Please complete this form and send with completed ‘true or false’ questions to:
Theresa Luke, C/- SSD, 3  Brightside Road, Epsom, Auckland. 
Email: pinkieluke@hotmail.com
All entry forms to be sent to Theresa by 19th March 2015.

Prize
$100 Voucher towards registration for the NZSSA 2015 Conference

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY:

• You must be an NZSSA Member.

• Members of the Executive and the crossword creator are not permitted to enter.

• The prize voucher can be used by the winner or another NZSSA member as nominated by the winner.

• The prize voucher can only be used towards registration costs for the NZSSA 2015 Conference.

• Entry form must be complete and readable.

• All correctly completed questions will go into the draw.

• A non-NZSSA member will draw out the winner.

• The winner will be notified by phone and email.

• The judges (NZSSA Executive) decision on drawn winner is final.

• The winner will be published in Supplyline and posted on the NZSSA website and facebook page.

GS1 New Zealand is offering a unique 
opportunity for one person working in 
New Zealand healthcare to attend the 26th 
Global GS1 Healthcare Conference in 
Mexico City, Mexico 21-23 April, 2015.  
GS1 New Zealand will fund a return 
economy airfare for one person to the 
Mexico conference and one conference 
registration fee.

The recipient of the GS1 Healthcare fellowship is 
expected to fund their own accommodation and 
other travel related expenses.

The Fellowship is by written application only and 
based on the requirements outlined in the 
‘Apply Now’ section. All applications received by the 
due date will be reviewed and assessed by a judging 
panel based on the information received. Applicants 
must have a current passport and visas 
(if applicable).

INVITATION TO APPLY

GS1 NEW ZEALAND 
HEALTHCARE  
FELLOWSHIP 2015

APPLY NOW
Applicants are required to provide a written 
application in M/S Word or PDF delivered to 
GS1 New Zealand by post or email on or before 
Thursday 12 February 2015, outlining  the 
following details:

The applicant’s details including name, 
address and phone information, email details, 
current employment status and employer 
details (where appropriate). 

Why you think the GS1 NZ Healthcare 
Fellowship should be awarded to you.

How you will use the information  received 
during the conference for use and 
application in New Zealand. 

Your interest in the use and implementation 
of GS1 global standards in New Zealand 
healthcare. 

Advise your availability, if necessary, for a 
telephone interview with the judging 
panel.

1

2

3

4

5

Find out more about the conference 

www.gs1.org/healthcare

APPLicAtiONs cLOse  
THURSDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2015 
Send applications to: Gary Hartley,  
GS1 New Zealand, PO Box 11-110 Wellington 

gary.hartley@gs1nz.org

Global GS1
Healthcare Conference

21-23 April 2015, Mexico City, 
Mexico
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the jUDges

Gary hartley
General Manager, Sector 

Development, GS1 NZ

shayne hunter 
National eMedicines 

Programme

elizabeth plant  
Past President of the Pharmaceutical 

Society of New Zealand Inc

LeARN, shARe, NetWORk 
Participants from around the world join the GS1 
Global Healthcare Conferences to gather the latest 
information on industry and regulatory 
developments on traceability, automatic 
identification and electronic product catalogues/data 
synchronisation. Leverage a unique neutral and 
international platform to network and benchmark 
with other stakeholders from around the world and 
learn more about existing supply chain data 
standards.

sUccessFULLY BRiNgiNg tOgetheR 

sUPPLY chAiN stAkehOLDeRs
The GS1 Global Healthcare Conference brings  
together all related healthcare supply chain 
stakeholders to advance the development and 
adoption of global standards. Key stakeholders  from 
around the world are invited to participate in the 
conference including representatives from:

•(Inter) Governmental bodies and regulators
•Healthcare providers
•Pharmacists
•Manufacturers
•Distribution & Wholesalers
•Logistics providers
•Industry associations

The GS1 Global Healthcare Conferences are considered must 
attend events for all healthcare professionals around the world.

Medications safety is paramount in all health care settings.  GS1’s 
global standards are a key enabler permitting unique product 
identification, supply chain identification and verification at the 
bedside of the medicine, the prescription and the patient.

Participating in the GS1 conference has strengthened my enthusiasm 
for technologies that enhance patient safety.  While in Seoul I visited 
a hospital (Seoul National University Bundang Hospital [SNUH]) 
where bedside verification of medicines is business as usual.  The 
hospital was paperless and medicines distribution was enabled by 
GSI compliant barcodes and RFID.

The GS1 Global Healthcare Conference has demonstrated just what is 
achievable in the design of electronic systems, processes and product 
identification to minimise patient harm from the use of medicines.  It 
is more than just theory.  It can be done, and has been done in Seoul.

In the interests of patient safety we must progress the adoption of 
GS1 Standards within the New Zealand healthcare system.  Key 
elements include the standardisation and integration of IT systems, 
with standardised nomenclature, identification of medicines, capture 
of that information and the sharing of information between fully 
integrated IT systems.  It is all really exciting and will be good for our 
patients.

Attendance at a GS1 Global Healthcare Conference is an opportunity 
not to be missed.  If you get the opportunity to attend – do so, you 
won’t be disappointed.

William Allan
Chief Pharmacist
Hawke’s Bay District Health Board

Find out more about the conference 

www.gs1.org/healthcare
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with other stakeholders from around the world and 
learn more about existing supply chain data 
standards.
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sUPPLY chAiN stAkehOLDeRs
The GS1 Global Healthcare Conference brings  
together all related healthcare supply chain 
stakeholders to advance the development and 
adoption of global standards. Key stakeholders  from 
around the world are invited to participate in the 
conference including representatives from:
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• Healthcare providers
• Pharmacists
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• Distribution & Wholesalers
• Logistics providers
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The GS1 Global Healthcare Conferences are considered must 
attend events for all healthcare professionals around the world.

Medications safety is paramount in all health care settings.  GS1’s 
global standards are a key enabler permitting unique product 
identification, supply chain identification and verification at the 
bedside of the medicine, the prescription and the patient.

Participating in the GS1 conference has strengthened my enthusiasm 
for technologies that enhance patient safety.  While in Seoul I visited 
a hospital (Seoul National University Bundang Hospital [SNUH]) 
where bedside verification of medicines is business as usual.  The 
hospital was paperless and medicines distribution was enabled by 
GSI compliant barcodes and RFID.

The GS1 Global Healthcare Conference has demonstrated just what is 
achievable in the design of electronic systems, processes and product 
identification to minimise patient harm from the use of medicines.  It 
is more than just theory.  It can be done, and has been done in Seoul.

In the interests of patient safety we must progress the adoption of 
GS1 Standards within the New Zealand healthcare system.  Key 
elements include the standardisation and integration of IT systems, 
with standardised nomenclature, identification of medicines, capture 
of that information and the sharing of information between fully 
integrated IT systems.  It is all really exciting and will be good for our 
patients.

Attendance at a GS1 Global Healthcare Conference is an opportunity 
not to be missed.  If you get the opportunity to attend – do so, you 
won’t be disappointed.

William Allan
Chief Pharmacist
Hawke’s Bay District Health Board

Find out more about the conference 

www.gs1.org/healthcare

2014 FeLLOWshiP ReciPieNt:
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REGISTRATION FORM 
41st Annual NZSSA Conference 

16-18 September 2015 
Te Papa Museum, Wellington 

 
Program information: www.nzssa.org 

 

First Name: _____________________________________   Last Name: ___________________________________ 

NZSSA member?    YES / NO (circle one) Membership No. ________________________________________ 

Hospital / Company: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Role / Position: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact phone no:  _____________________________ Email: ____________________________________________ 

Special dietary requirements: 

Do you have any special food requirements (eg. diabetic, gluten free, vegetarian, cultural)   YES / NO (Circle one) 

If yes, please state your requirements: 

 

Registration & Function Details: (Tick all that applies including when attending functions with no cost) 

   Standard  Late 

       (Up to 31 July) (1 August onward) 

NZSSA Member (Membership number must be provided & membership must be current at the time of the conference) 

2 Day registration   $480.00  $550.00 

1 Day registration   $240.00  $275.00  Thursday  Friday  

½ Day registration  $120.00  $137.00  Thursday  Friday   AM  PM 

Non NZSSA Member 

2 Day registration   $580.00  $665.00 

1 Day registration   $290.00  $332.00  Thursday  Friday  

½ Day registration  $145.00  $166.00  Thursday  Friday   AM  PM 

Social Events (no penalty for late registration applies to these costs)  

*Welcome & Exhibition Opening    Partner  $45.00 

Conference Dinner (Thursday)   $80.00  Partner  $80.00 

*Social Evening (Friday)       Partner  $45.00 (numbers are limited) 

Registration Total  $___________________ 
* If only attending these social events you need to pay the cost identified. 
 
Payment methods: 
Cheque: made payable to: NZSSA Conference 
Electronic Transfer: Transfer to Westpac NZSSA Conference Account  03 0156 0173557 – 01 
 Reference:  your surname  
 print off a copy of the transaction and enclose with the Registration form 

There are no credit card facilities but invoices for conference costs will be issued on request. Please contact NZSSA Treasurer. 

Registration Forms and Payment or details of payment should be sent to:  

NZSSA Treasurer, Alison Stewart, 28 Brighton Street, Island Bay, Wellington 6023 or Email: acestewart28@gmail.com  

A full refund, less an administration charge of 10%, is given for cancellations received in writing  by 9th September 2015. After this date, any 
refunds will be at the discretion of the Organising Committee. 

Conference2014
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Supplyline is published quarterly on behalf of the 
New Zealand Sterile Services Association

The views expressed in any article are not necessarily those of the NZSSA, nor are any 
products advertised given any official backing or endorsement by the Association.

President: Shelagh Thomas
 CSSD
 Hutt Hospital
 Private Bag 31907
 Lower Hutt 5040
 Phone: 04 566 6999  ext 2745
 Mobile:  027 589 6473
 Email:  shelagh.thomas@huttvalleydhb.org.nz

Treasurer: Alison Stewart
 NZSSA Treasurer
 28 Brighton Street
 Island Bay
 Wellington 6023
 Phone: (04) 971 4273 (HM)
  021 209 8127
 Email: acestewart28@gmail.com

Secretary: Martin Bird
 Sterile Services
 Dunedin Hospital 
 Private Bag 1921
 Dunedin
 Phone:  (03) 470 9639
            027 812 6064
 Email:   martin.bird@southerndhb.govt.nz

NZSSA Web site: www.nzssa.org
New Zealand Sterile Services Association - 
Westpac 030156 0173557 00
GST 53-167-322
Registered Charity No: CC 25480

NEW ZEALAND STERILE SERVICES ASSOCIATION Executive 2012 - 2015

Christopher Mumford (Vice President)
Sterile Service Unit
Level One
Palmerston North Hospital
MidCentral District Health Board
Heretaunga Street
Palmerston North
Phone: (06) 350 8875 DD
Email:  christophermumford@live.com 

Jenny Carston
CSU
Tauranga Public Hospital
Private Bag 12024
Tauranga 3143
Phone:  (07) 579 8680
Fax:   (07) 571 0005
Email:  jenny.carston@bopdhb.govt.nz

Kerry Nicholls
CSD
Wakefield Hospital
Private Bag 7909
Wellington
Phone:  (04) 381 8100  ext.5927
   027 275 3603
Email:  kerry.nicholls@wakefield.co.nz

Theresa Luke
SSU
Southern Cross Hospital
3 Brightside Road
Epsom, Auckland
Phone:  021 841 221
Email:  pinkieluke@hotmail.com

Ellen Komene
SSU
Waikato Hospital
Private Bag 3200
Hamilton
Phone:  (07) 839 8899
Email:  ellenkomene@hotmail.com

Sue Woods (Librarian)
TSU
Burwood Hospital
Private Bag 4708
Christchurch
Phone: (03) 383  6836 ext. 99990
   021 1154 484
Email:  sue.woods@cdhb.govt.nz 

Nicki Quested
CSSD
Mercy Hospital
72 Newington Avenue
Maori Hill
Dunedin
Phone:  (03) 464 0107 ext. 818
   027 482 3373
Fax: (03) 467 6646
Email:  nickiq@mercyhospital.org.nz

Mark Casey
Theatre Manager
Southern Cross Hospital Wellington
90 Hanson Street
Newtown
Wellington 6021

Sue Evans
CSSD
St George’s Hospital
Private Bag 8140, Christchurch 8140
249 Papanui Road
Christchurch 8041
Phone: (03) 355 9179
     (03) 355 1714 DD
Email:  Sue.Evans@stgeorges.org.nz

N
orth Island

Executive
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Last Name: 
     Mr Mrs Miss Ms 
First Name: 
 
Email address: 

 
Name of Department / work area: 
 
Name of Employer: 
 
Postal Address of Employer: 
 
 
 
 

 
I hereby apply for membership 
of the New Zealand Sterile 
Services Association  as defined 
in Clause 5 “Application for 
Membership” 
In the Constitution and Rules 
 
Signature: 

Date: 

Mailing address if different to above: 
 
 
 
 
 

Please post membership fee of  

$ 50, along with this form to: 

The Treasurer 
28 Brighton Street 
Island Bay 
Wellington   6023 
Phone: 04 971 4273 
 
Email: acestewart28@gmail.com 
 
Alternatively pay by direct credit:  
N Z Sterile Services Association 
Westpac 030156 0173557 00 
Reference on NZSSA bank 
statement – Last Name and 
initials 
 
Payment methods available: 
Cheque / Cash / Direct Credit /     
Credit Card (see www.nzssa.org) 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
 

Date received: 
Membership number: 
Administered by: 
 

List any Tertiary qualifications: 




Have you been a member of the NZSSA before? 

Yes  No 

If “Yes” approx. what was your last year of membership: 

Membership Category: 

Member         Graduate      Registered 

Indicate how you like to receive your magazine: 
      
Hardcopy to mailing address: 
 
Electronic to email address provided: 
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